
1476—85, p. 485). It seems probable that he  fought  at  Bosworth  with Richard.
Attempts were made by Henry VII immediately after the  battle  to have his goods
confiscated, attempts which were frustrated by his attorney and his wife  Agnes
(A. Raine, York  Civic  Records, pp. 160—2).

This  persecution of his attorney proves  that  Nesfield was either slain at
Bosworth, or had escaped abroad. Commines, writing of  Stillington, recounts
that  the bishop had a bastard son whom Richard intended to marry to the
Princess Elizabeth in order to degrade her. The young man  was, however,
captured at sea and  cast  into the Petit Chatelet (an old fort on the left bank of
the  Seine, used as a prison, and situated near the Hotel Dieu) where he died of
poverty and hunger  (Philip de  Commines’ Memoirs, Bk. 6, Chap. 8). This story,
wild as it may appear, does resemble in many ways  that-of Nesfield. It is
remarkable that Nesfield’s  name  alone remains of  those  who had access to the
princess.  Nesfield’s  marriage to the princess would be compatible  with
Richard’s promise to marry Edward’s daughters to gentlemen, Nesfield was
captured at  sea, and was almost certainly a protege, at  least, of the  Bishop of
Bath  and Wells. The manner of his death—if he survived Bosworth—is un-
known. Among probable bastards of Bishop Stillington are Robert and John
Stillington, collated to canonries by the bishop in  1473  and  1477  respectively,
and not to be found in pedigrees of the family, and perhaps George Stillington,
buried in the  bishop’s  new Lady Chapel at Wells in  1492  or  1493  (Stillingtans
Register, Somerset Record  Society, 1937, p. 15).

BOOK REVIEWS
THE  BATTLE  OF  BOSWORTH, by James Gairdner. Published, with a new
introduction by P. W. Hammond, by the Richard III  Society, 1975. Card
covers, 27 pages plus  4  pages  of monochrome illustrations. Price £1.00.

Even  when emotions, pro- or  anti-Richard, are  excluded  and the literary
tinsel  is stripped away, the  Battle  of Bosworth Field still emerges as one of the
most  remarkable, important and  puzzling battles  ever  fought on English soil.
Remarkable because it brought about the destruction of the only King of
England to die in plain battle since the Norman  Conquest; important because
although  it was not the final battle of the Wars of York and Lancaster, the  ver-
dict of  this trial  by combat was  never  reversed  and the  rule  of the Plantagenets
was ended for  ever; puzzling because the few contemporary accounts to  have
come  down to us are vague, often contradictory and if accepted  verbatim, often
incomprehensible, leaving even the most  basic  points to be established beyond
reasonable doubt.

James  Gairdner’s  article on  Bosworth  first appeared eighty years ago in
Archaeologia  and  although  by no means the longest account of the battle to
have  been  published it  was, and still is, regarded as one of the best.  Subse-
quent research has failed to necessitate anything other  than minor corrections
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to his  views  and deductions and it was Gairdner who first drew attention to
“ the  place  called Sandeford ” as the site of Richard’s last stand. Dr  Williams’s
recent investigations  have  confirmed  Gairdner’s view  and on the strength of his
findings Richard’s memorial stone now stands near to the Sand Ford.

.ln addition to Gairdner’s account the publishers have included  a  new
introduction linking the  work  with  Dr  Williams’s  account; the course of the
battle according the  Chronicler  of Croyland, Polydore  Vergil, and an early
version of the  “  Ballad of the Lady Bessy ”  namely the “ Ballad of  Bosworth
Field ”. The reader is therefore able to make comparisons between  these
versions. Technically this  publication is  very pleasing and is an excellent ex-
ample of how to present  such  a work although it must be borne in mind that
the cost of  typesetting is often prohibitive. The attractive  cover  bears the seal
of  King Richard  showing him mounted and armed for war and the contents
include  a line  drawing of Richard’s standard and Gairdner’s map of the
battlefield.  The four  monochrome  photographs show two  views  from Ambien
Hill  as  they appeared in  1934, the memorial stone at the Sand Ford and an
indifferent close-up shot of King Richard’s  Well.  At £1  this  booklet should
find  a place  on  every Ricardian’s bookshelf.

HOWARD SHEARRING

THE  DEPOSITION  0F  EDWARD  V, by Charles T. Wood (Traditio  Vol.
XXXI, pp.  247—286, published by F ordham University Press, New York, 1975).

In  this  article Charles  Wood, an American member of the Society and  a
professor at Dartmouth College, considers the  events  of April—June, 1483, from
a  constitutional viewpoint. He  seeks  to determine at  what  point Richard
decided to become  king and in what  ways  he and his advisers were guided
and bound by the precedents of previous depositions—in 1.327, 1399  and 1461.
He concludes  that, although king de  facto  from  26th  June, 1483, Richard was
not king de  jure  until January, 1484, when parliament passed the act of suc-
cession.  “  Ironic  though  it may be, Richard III, legendary usurper and tyrant,
has some claim to  having been the one possessor of  a  genuinely parliamentary
title during the entire  Middle  Ages.” Recommended reading for all Ricardians.

JEREMY POTTER

Some Recently Published Novels
BRIDE OF THE THIRTEENTH SUMMER, by Iris  Davies.  Robert  Hale,
November, 1975, £2.80.

The story of Margaret Beaufort from her childhood  until  she sees her
adored son Henry gain the crown of England in 1485.

WINTER’S  ROSE, by Eleanor Fairburn.  Robert  Hale, January, 1976, £2.90.
The  final instalment  in Eleanor Fairburn’s quartet on Cecily Neville,

covering events  from  April  to  November, 1483, with  an epilogue set in  1495,
the year of  Cecily’s  death.

THE GAME OF POWER, by Gwynedd Sudworth. Robert  Hale, October,
1975, £2.80.

The life of Richard  Neville, Earl of Warwick, from his boyhood to  146],
when his championing of the cause of the House of  York  helps  to put Edward
IV on the  throne.
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